Scientific colleagues, personal friends and the editors of Nucleic Acids Research were all saddened to learn of the recent death of Dr Alfred M. Pingoud, a long-time contributor to the journal both as a prolific contributor in many areas of nucleic acid enzymology and as a frequent reviewer for the journal.

Dr Pingoud was born on 31 August 1945, as the son of a businessman and a teacher in Schwaan (Mecklenburg, Germany). After completing high school in Langen (Hessen, Germany), he studied Biochemistry at the University of Tübingen and at Amherst College in Massachusetts, graduating in 1969 with a thesis describing 'Studies on the aldehydeoxidase' with Prof Ernst Bayer at the Institute of Organic Chemistry.

Alfred was engaged in the study of structure-function relationships of enzymes that interact with nucleic acids, protein design and protein engineering for over 40 years. He began his scientific work with the study of tRNAs and aminoacyl-tRNA synthetases with Prof Günther Maaß in the Department of Biophysical Chemistry at the Society for Biomolecular Research in Braunschweig (Germany) where he received his doctorate in 1973. He then worked at the Hannover Medical School where he finished his habilitation on studies of the function of G-proteins in protein biosynthesis and initiated his own research program. In 1992, he accepted an appointment at the University of Giessen, where he built up the Institute of Biochemistry in the Department of Biology and Chemistry and was its Managing Director until his retirement in 2013. Over the last 30 years of his research, he devoted himself primarily to the study of nucleases from prokaryotes and eukaryotes, starting first with restriction endonucleases, and then later non-specific nucleases and homing endonucleases. He made several highly respected contributions to the enzymology of these enzymes and more recently to programmable nucleases for genome modification. Dr Pingoud published about 300 publications in international scientific journals including 29 in Nucleic Acids Research, the first of which appeared in 1977 (see a full list of his publications in NAR below). Many of those publications were co-authored with his wife, Vera Pingoud, who preceded her husband in death and was also a remarkable biochemical researcher and long-time contributor at NAR.

Dr Pingoud is remembered by his colleagues as an outstanding scientist and human being. He had great analytical skills and a critical mind coupled with an irrepressible curiosity and universal enthusiasm for his science. He drew the people around him under his spell, motivated by his energy and his enthusiasm, his warm-hearted nature, his curiosity and his delight about large and small discoveries. His critiques of his colleagues and their work were always scientifically rigorous and challenging, while also full of respect, empathy and affection. Alfred applied the highest ethical standards to himself and others, and was an admirable role model for generations of students to whom he presented the best side of the scientific world. He was a great communicator who devoted himself to international networking in science as a coordinator of various international programs. People and other cultures he met with the same curiosity, openness and enthusiasm as scientific issues. He not only impressed through his detailed biochemical knowledge, but also via his immense general education and an innate sense of how to express ideas. He intuitively asked the right questions at the right time and had the skills to answer these questions with his work. He took up new developments with enthusiasm, pursuing innovative approaches and with his optimistic perspective he often identified the good results where others despaired. Alfred Pingoud died much too early, only three years after his retirement. The world is a poorer place without him: our deep sympathy and respect is extended to his family.
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Alfred at the 2010 NEB conference on DNA restriction and modification (Bremen, Germany)
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